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JUSTIFICATION 


By REV. ROBERT G. LEE, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D. 
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(Preached over Radio Station WGBF, Evansville Rescue 
Bvansville, Indiana, March 8, 


Mission, 


1946. Mechanically recorded 


for THE SWORD OF THE LORD) 


In I Corinthians 6:11 we find these words: 


“Ye are 


justified in the name of the Lord Jesus.”’ 


Note first— 


I. The Meaning of Justifica- 
tion According to the West- 
minister Catechism 


Years ago I read in the West- 
minster Catechism this definition 
of justification: “Justification is 
an act of God’s free grace wherein 
He pardons all our sins, and ac- 
eepts us as righteous in His sight 
—only for the righteousness of 
Christ imparted to us and received 
by faith alone. Through grace, 


.the guilty who deserve the full 


penalty of the law without mercy, 
receive the righteousness of God 


_ 


Dr. Robert G. Lee 


oo 


with all the glory and riches of 
Heaven.” 


Now notice— A 
Ii. The Literal Root Meaning 
of Justification 


The literal root meaning is “to 
make righteous.” Scripturally, 
however, this belongs to the field 
of regeneration rather than to that 
of justification. 


Next, let us think of— 


Ill. The Definition of Justi- 
fication 

According to Bible usage, jus- 
tification is the act of declaring, 
counting, pronouncing one right- 
eous—or free from guilt and ex- 
posure to punishment. The sin- 
ner is declared righteous before 
God on account of the finished 
substitutionary work of Jesus. It 
has to do with the fact of guilt, 
or the crime of breaking God’s law 
—while regeneration deals with 
the natural depravity of man. 

This declaration that the sinner 
is free from guilt and exposure to 
punishment is made in Heaven— 
and is available to the sinner the 
moment he receives Jesus as his 
personal Substitute. You remem- 
ber I said yesterday over this 
broadcast that “justification is 
that act or decree of God whereby 
any sinner anywhere, through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, is 
looked upon by the Lord as though 

(Continued on Page 2) 


“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born 
again.—John 3:7. 


Many years ago there was a Spaniard by the name of 
Ponce de Leon, who sought in the glades of Florida for a 
fountain that would erase the wrinkles from his countenance 
and change his graying hair to the color of the raven’s wing, 
and restore the youthful spring to his feeble steps. 
not find the cool recesses he sought, as evidenced by the 
presence of many to whom “the grasshopper has become a 
But thanks be unto God that in the realm of the 
spiritual, there is a “fountain open in the house of David” 
where men can come and have their sins forgiven and be- 
come as little children, “new-born babes.” 
said life begins at forty. I have a better saying: Life begins 


burden.”’ 


when you are born again. 

“Ye must be born again,” That 
is the sword with which Jesus 
pierced the soul of Nicodemus. 
had come to Jesus 


assaying to discover the nature of 


Nicodemus 


His miracles. Nicodemus could 


not understand: Jesus knew this: 
So, instead of delving deep into 
the mysteries of life, Christ 
brought him face to face with his 
own individual] need. “Ye must 
be born again.” A man cannot 
comprehend spiritual things with 
a carnal mind. Before we can 
build the house we need the foun- 
dation. Nicodemus needed the 
new birth before he could compre- 
hend spiritual truth. Alas, how 
many are passing judgments on 
the blessed word of God who have 


— 


EVANGELISTS— 


THEIR GOD-GIVEN POSITION AND 
INFLUENCE IN THE CHURCH 


“And he gave some ... evangelists” —Eph. 4:11 
By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


“But unto every one of us is given grace according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ.” Wherefore he saith, When 
he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men. ... And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 


the ministry, for the edifying 


of the body of Christ: Till we 


all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
#tature of the fullness of Christ: ... according to the effec- 
tual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”—Eph. 4:7, 8, 


11-13, 16. 


Christ gave evangelists! He 
gave them to the whole body of 
€hrist, the church, Evangelists 
@re exactly as much in the plan 
of God as apostles, prophets, pas- 
tors and teachers. The church 
@an never do without evangelists. 
‘Evangelists are intended to edify 
@nd build up-the body of Christ, 
fo prepare the saints for service; 
¥@o the end that souls will be saved 
@s Christ’s spiritual body, the 
sent is taught ‘and edified and 
Meveloped to increase itself by 
@oul-winning. It is well to study 
the Bible doctrine concerning 
he evangelist. 


In Ephesians 4:7-17, part of 
h is quoted above, we have a 


Bible doctrine of the evan- 


—_ 


gelist and his duty and import- 
ance, 

I. Evangelists to Be Honored 
Because They Are God- 
Given 

Let us be impressed with the 
fact that God gives evangelists. 
Or to put it mor: exactly in the 
language of Ephesians 4:8, when 
Christ ascended into Heaven He 
gave gifts unto men, afnong them 
the gift of evangelists. . 

The apostles were gifts to men 
from the ascended Christ. The 
apostles had a _ special divine 
authority that no one now has. 
If another Paul should be con- 


| verted, if he should have the same 


natural talents, pay the same 
great price for service, have. the 
same ehlightenment and Spirit- 
taught wisdom, he could not now 
be an apostle. He could not write 
more for the Bible but would have 
to preach a Bible already written. 
Christ gave the apostles, but they 
are given no more, 


The ascended Christ gave pro- 
phets also. Prophets receive spec- 
ial divine revelations and give 
them to men, as Agabus the pro- 
phet, in Acts 11:28, foretold the 
great dearth or famine. There is 
no statement in the Bible that God 
has withdrawn the gift of pro- 
phecy. A backslidden church sees 
few evidences of the ministry of 
prophets. 


The ascended Christ also gave 
the church evangelists. He still 
gives them, just as He still gives 
pastors and teachers. 


Note how the gifts of apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and 
teachers overlap. For example, 
apostles were men with special 
authority. fram God in setting up 
the churches before the Bible was 
written. There are no apostles 
now, and can be none. But these 
apostles had other gifts as well. 
For example, Paul was certainly 
principally an evangelist in his 
activity, though he carried with 
him the authority of an apostle. 
Unlike the gift of the apostolate, 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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He did 


Some one has 


never been born again! 
Many condemn Nicodemus for 
coming by night; I commend him 


for coming at all. Dear soul, have 


He is the 
answer to all of your problems 
and perplexities. Nicodemus 
didn’t go to discuss the matter 
with some of the disciples. He 
didn’t go to John or James; he 
came to Jesus. Nicodemus might 
have come to Jesus by night for 
this reason: he wanted a personal 
interview with Him. He was 
aware of the fact that Christ was 
busy during the day healing the 
sick, and raising the dead, and 
teaching the multitudes. Night 
was the only time when he could 
find Him alone. Or perhaps Nico- 
demus himself was a busy man 
and being busy during the day 
found night the convenient season 
for approaching the Lord. 

Jesus loves sinners. He is ever 
ready to deal with the individual 
soul. Every soul is a world to 
Him. Jesus cares for the one. 
Here He takes time to discuss 
this important matter with one 
man. In the fourth chapter of 
John He stands and talks to a 
woman patiently about the water 
of life. On the cross, He ceases 
dying long enough to speak peace 


you come to Jesus? 


to an individual soul. That is the 


gist of the parable of the lost 
sheep as recorded in the fifteenth 
chapter of Luke. Going after the 
one. Jesus loves you just as you 
are, Oh, if every one in the world 
would have been safe, and I were 
the only lost person in this world, 
I believe that Jesus would have 
endured the tortures of Calvary, 
the agonies of Gethsemane, and 
the embarrassments of Pilate’s 
Hall just for me. And I believe 
that if the Lord Jesus, sitting in 
the throne of His Father, would 
look down at this sin-cursed world 
and discover that there existed on 
this godless globe one soul] for 
whom He had not died, I believe 
that He would lay aside the royal 
vesture, drop the golden scepter, 
and displace from His head the 
majestic diadem, and clothe Him- 
self in the habiliments of the flesh 
and endure Calvary again for that 
sinner! He loves YOU. Believe 
it, appreciate it, until your soul, 
pressed by divine goodness, will 
anchor itself at Calvary. 

I, The Man to Whom Jesus 

Spoke 

1. He was Intelligent. 

Jesus said, “Art thou a master 
of Israel, and knoweth not these 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Remember These Dates! 


MAY 11-18, 1947 SWORD CONFERENCE ON 
EVANGELISM — TORONTO, 
City-wide with evening services in Massey 
Hall and other sessions 
Church and The Avenue Road Church. 


JULY 6-13, 1947 THIRD ANNUAL CONFER- 
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gelists and gospel- singers in America will appear 


CANADA, 


in The People’s 
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he had never sinned.” My friend 
preacher, Macbeth, that great 
Greek scholar, said this to me 
once, even as he has it 
book: “Jesus died to propitiate 
man; but in a higher sense, He 
died to justify God in the propiti- 
ation.” Think on that just a bit, 
or a long time, if you please. ‘“The 
righteousness of God is satisfied 
in the Substitute on the cross. 
Then it is righteous for Him to 
gave the ones for whom Jesus 
becomes the Substitute. Jesus died 
that God might maintain His in- 
in justifying the unjust. 


in his 


tegrity 
Jesus died for men; but more pre- 
eminently did He die for God.” Be 
gure you know what you are say- 
ing before you disagree with Dr. 
Macbeth’s words. 

Then I wish we would think a 
bit of — 


IV. Legal Justification 

Legal justification is the act of 
Geclaring a person righteous or 
innocent according to the strict 
Gemands of the law—or the act of 
a@cquitting a person from the 
charge of crime. In Deuteronomy 
25:1 we read: “If there be a con- 
troversy between men, and they 
geome unto judgment, that the 
judges may judge them; then they 
ghall justify the righteous, and 
eondemn the wicked.” 

In Romans 2:13 we read: “For 
mot the hearers of the law are just 
before God, but the doers of the 
jaw shall be justified.” A sinner 
cannot satisfy the demands of jus- 
tice. 

Now let us think of— 

V. Gospel Justification 

I said a moment ago in speak- 
ing of gospel justification that it 
is an act or decree of God where- 
by any sinner anywhere through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is 
looked upon by the Lord as though 
he had never sinned. 

(1) This gospel justification in- 
cludes pardon. And what is par- 
don? Pardon is release from pen- 
alty. If a man in the peniten- 
tiary is sentenced for life and the 
governor pardons. him, he is ‘Yre- 
leased from that penalty. That is 
what pardon means to him. “Who 
is a God like unto thee, that par- 
doneth iniquity, and passeth .by 
the transgression of the remnant 
of his heritage? he retaineth not 
his anger for ever, because he de- 
lighteth in mercy” (Micah 7:18). 

(2) Gospel justification in- 
eludes, also, forgiveness. Forgive- 
ness means the giving up of an 
inward feeling of injury or re- 
sentment—the removing of a feel- 
ing of anger and the restoring of 
a feeling of favor and affection. 
In Acts 13:38-39 we are told: “Be 
it known unto you therefore, men 
and brethren, that through this 
man is preached unto you the for- 
giveness of sins: And by him all 
that believe are justified from all 
things, from which ye could not 
be justified by the law of Moses.” 

“And be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you.”—Eph. 
4:32. 

“T write unto you, little children, 
because your sins are forgiven 


you for his name's sake.”—I John 
2:12. 
(3) Gospel justification  in- 


eludes remission, and remission is 
the judicial putting away of sin. 
You remember we are told in Acts 
10:43: “To him give all the pro- 
phets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins.” 
Doubtless, gospel justification al- 
so includes “forgetting’”—or put- 
ting away from the mind, God 
remembering our sins no more. 
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This truth concerning God’s for- 
getting makes many to rejoice in 
the verses herein quoted: 

‘None of his sins that he hath 
committed shall be mentioned un- 
to him: he hath done that which 
is lawful and right; he shall surely 
live.”—Ezek. 33:16. 

“And their sins and iniquities 
will I remember no more.’’—Heb. 
10:17, 

“T, even I, am he that blotteth 
out thy transgressions for mine 
own sake, and will not remember 
thy sins.’’—Isa. 43:25. 

(4) 
cludes propitiation. 


Gospel justification in- 
What is [| Tro- 
pitiation? It is the act of appeas- 
ing the wrath and winning the 
favor of an offended person. The 
Book tells us in Romans 3:25: 
“Whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of 
God.” 


(5) Gospel justification 
cludes reconciliations What 
reconciliation? Reconciliation is 
an exchange from enmity to 
friendship. Notice this: “And, 
having made peace through the 
blood of his cross, by him to recon- 
Cile all things unto himself; by 
him, I say, whether they be 
things in earth, or things in heav- 
en. And you, that were some- 
times alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet 
now hath he reconciled Im the 
body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblame- 
able and unreproveable in _ his 
sight (Col. 1:20-22). Isn’t that 
a wonderful expression—‘“To pre- 
sent you holy and unblamable 
and unreprovable in his sight’? 


in- 
is 


Now there is a slight difference 
between each of these, although 
they are different phases of one 
great act, and, as far as God is 
concerned, they take place at the 
same time. Humanly speaking, 
one may receive pardon without 
forgiveness. He may also receive 
pardon and forgiveness without re- 
mission. Remission, propitiation, 
and reconciliation, besides being 
definite acts of God based upon 
the finished work of Jesus, also 
represent phases of the work of 
Jesus which made these acts pos- 
sible. As Judge, God pardons; as 
Father, God forgives. The justi- 
fied man stands perfect before 
the law—as if he had never broken 
it. And if a man has broken every 
law ever known to man or God 
since the morning stars sang to- 
gether, the very’ second he puts 
his trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
he stands perfect before the law 


as though he had never broken it. |’ 


So you see how a man cheats 
himself when he refuses to ac- 
cept the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour. 


Now let us consider—~ 


VI. How Men Are Justified 

Notice first God's side of it. 
Men are justified by God's grace, 
by his unlimited and unmerited 
favor to the utterly undeserving. 
Romans 3:24 says, “Being justi- 
fied freely by his grace...” 

Men are justified by the blood 
of Jesus, according to Romans 
5:9: “Being now justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him.” 


Men are justified by the right- 
eousness of Jesus. Romans 5:18 
tells us: “By righteousness of one 
the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life.” 


Men are justified by the obed- 
ience of Jesus. Romans 5:19: “‘By 
the obedience of one shall many 
be made righteous.” 


Men are justified by the name 
of Jesus. First Corinthians 6:11: 
“Ye are justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus’’—that glorious” 
name which God has given Him, 
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the name which 
name. 

Now that is God's side of justi- 
fication. 


is above every 


What is man’s side of justifica- 
tion? Notice first of all the neg- 
ative side of it: man is not justi- 
fied, he is not looked upon by the 
Lord as though he had never 
sinned, because he has done ‘the 
works of the law. A man cannot 
be saved by good works, but if 
he is saved he ought to be asham- 
ed not to do good works. A man 
does not work to the cross; he 
works from the cross. Having 
been saved at the. cross, he goes 
forth to live for Christ, if he lives 
as God wants him to live. 


Man is not justified by charac- 
ter. A man who says he will be 
saved or justified by his character 
makes a counterfeit out of char- 
acter by passing it for more than 
it is worth. I believe in charac- 
ter, but I never did preach salva- 
tion by character. Neither did I 
ever preach a salvation that did 
not produce character. 


Man is not saved by philanthro- 
py. Man is not saved by culture. 
Man is not saved by merely join- 
ing a church. You can join all 
the churches you please, and un- 
less your heart is changed, you 
are still a lost person. I used to 
hear Mr. Sunday say that joining 
a church did not regenerate a man, 
did not save a man, any more 
than pushing a wheelbarrow into a 
garage made it an automobile. To 
that I say, “Amen.” And if he 
is listening from Heaven this 


afternoon, he will say, “Amen,” 


too. 


That is the positive side of 
man’s justification. He is justified 


by faith alone. We read in Ro- 
mans 3:22: “...the righteousn’ ‘s 


of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe.” And again wg read 
in Romans 4:5: “To him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him 
that justified the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness.” 


Now I want to give you— 


VII. An Illustration of Justi- 
fication 

The illustration of Captain 
Dreyfus is sometimes given in this 
connection. You will remember 
how he was taken and condemned 
in front of his own regiment, how 
his sword was taken from him, the 
epaulettes were torn from off his 
shoulders, his uniform was strip- 
ped from him, and then he was 
imprisoned. 


Afterwards, by the influence of 
some friends, a trial was brought 
about, and ultimately he was par- 
doned and set free. 


You might ask, “What more 
could he want? How wonderful 
that he was forgiven and liber- 
ated!” But Captain Dreyfus was 
not satisfied, nor would you have 


26,000,000 Souls Are Perishing in 
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been. He had been publicly de- 
grad 68. ate 

Another trial was brought on, 
and this time he was reinstated, 
and more than that, he was given 
the position in his regiment that 
he would have occupied had he 
never been condemned, It was 
reckoned that had he never left 
his regiment, he would have risen 
to the rank of colonel, and there- 
fore, he was made colonel. 


THIS IS JUSTIFICATION. 
And God in His wonderful mercy 
puts us into that position, just as 
though we had never sinned, 

“For he hath made him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.’’—II. Cor, 5:21. 

We must not forget that in or- 
der to become the righteousness of 
God in Christ Jesus, God’s love 
provisions must be met by man's 
faith takings. There must be an 
acceptance of God’s provisions for 
man’s salvation. It takes Christ's 
death and Christ’s resurrection 
from the dead and the faith of a 
sinner in Jesus to save any sin- 
ner, It takes that to save a moral 
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EVANGELISTS--- 


THEIR GOD-GIVEN POSITION AND INFLUENCE 


numbers of hypocrites. He would 
never have said that there are so 
many Bible teachers in America 
today making vast numbers of 


(Continued From Page 2) 


Justification 


———— 


IN THE CHURCH hypocrites. He would be shocked] sinner. I takes that to save a| '® decide the point at once, as the 
(Continued from Page 1) at the idea. But so many people! cyjtured sinner. It takes that to sheriff must know whether to 
of people. But wicked and self-|2#V@ Said such wicked things| cave the intellectual sinner. [t| "#"8 Wilson or not to hang Wil- 


prophecy was intended for every 
Christian, at least in Bible times, 
for I Corinthians 14:31 says, “For 
ye may all prophesy one by one,” 
and I Corinthians 14:1 says, 
“...-desire spiritual gifts, but 
rather that ye may prophesy.” In 
the same chapter, verse 39 says, 
“Wherefore, brethren, covet to 
prophesy.” A prophet might be 
an apostle, an evangelist, a pas- 
tor or teacher, or any simple Chris- 
tian to whom God might give a 
special revelation of His will to 
tell others. On the other hand, it 
is quite clear that not everybody 
could be a pastor in the sense of 
a responsible, official teacher of 


seeking men, in order to perpetu- 
ate themselves in office, deliber- 
ately incited a division in Ameri- 
can society, encouraging ‘“labor’’ 
to hate “big business.” And as 
“labor” has more votes than “big 
business,” the radicals were able 
to perpetuate themselves in power 
for many years. But there has) 
been a revulsion of feeling in 
America and now all sensible peo- 
ple deplore the class hatred that 
was aroused, the disregard for 
American institutions that was 
brought about by this rabid class 
hate. It is a sin to arouse the 
hate of people against “big busi- 


about evangelists that he followed 
the custom and did not think of 
how sinful and how harmful was 
such language. 

Speaking about evangelists as a 
group, any such talk is false. I 
think I can say that I know hun- 
dreds of evangelists. Very few 
men living know more évangelists 
than I do, I suppose, since I have 
been in the field as an evangelist 
for many years, since I edit an 
evangelistic weekly and am in 
some sense a spokesman for evan- 
gelists. In a lifetime of observa- 
tion and fellowship I have known 
only a few evangelists whom I did 
not think were sincere, and far 


takes that to save the drunken 
sinner. It takes that to save the 
profane and adulterous sinner. It 
takes the death of Jesus, the res- 
urrection of Jesus from the dead, 
and the acceptance of Jesus as 
personal Saviour by faith on the 
part of the sinner for the sinner 
to be saved. 

If a sinner rejects God’s pro- 
visions for his salvation, he will 
never be saved. A man can burn 
to death in a house afire even 
though that home has one thous- 
and exits unless he makes use of 
an exit. A man will starve to 
death at a table full of food unless 


son. Chief Justice John Marshall, 
one of the ablest lawyers, gave 
the following decision of the Su- 
preme Court: “A pardon is a 
paper, the value of which depends 
upon its acceptance by the per- 
Son implicated. It is hardly to be 
supposed that one under sentence 
of death would refuse to accept 
a pardon, but if it is refused, it is 
no pardon. George Wilson must 
hang.” That is what the Supreme 
Court of the United States said, 
and any lawyer can find that in 
the law book. And George Wilson 
was hanged! 

Who was responsible for his 


ness’’ even if some businessmen ats ists j ittina | death? WN ne but Wils 

the church. Only certain men are not all the ht , more of them were sound in doc- he eats. If he persists in sitting wy ee oe 
y ought to be, just at the table week after week and| himself. The law said he must 

prepared and appointed under the as some of the labori a trine than the pastors whom I : a 
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an apostle might have, and Paul 


Sinful and wrong for anybody to 


numbers of hypocrites, rather than 


if he stays for weeks amid the 


rectly the Supreme Court of the 


hol y ists sc sem ins -j ; ,| United States decided that th 
certainly did have. And pastors aig. tr sgt ne so in saving souls,” is relatively un- ea ti but drinks Hot Of any teuth of the atonement of pre 
nad taglines ak oinn teceenh Sager ot ee who hg sat true. It is misleading. -It brings ountain. eM: will freeZe to igre snake; tems “Adele aia 
ed, “Do the work of an evangel- oy SCPE PAE .. Ce reproach upon all evangelism. It death in a blizzard with one hun- ita 


ist,” as Paul, through the Holy 
Spirit, commanded Timothy, the 
pastor. But the gift and calling 
ef evangelism is the most import- 
ant lifetime ministry to. which a 
preacher can be called. It is a 
more fruitful work in saving souls, 
it takes more grace, it demands 
greater sacrifice, it has greater 
rewards. 


The place of the evangelist is 
given to him of God. The calling 
of an evangelist is a holy calling, 
and it is a sin against God to talk 
against evangelists and against 


evangelism, just as it would be 


a sin to speak against other great 
callings which are from God. 
Let me illustrate how great a 
sin it is to speak evil of evangel- 
ists and of evangelism. A few 
brethren go around the country 
preaching against what they call 
“apostate Jews.” They make 


a whole class of men whom God 
Himself has called and has given 
to the church for His holy task. | 

Infidels and wicked, blasphem- 
ing, drunken men delight to say 
that “the preachers are all preach- 
ing for money.” Unsaved and un- 
godly men draw cartoons of 
preachers with long faces, top 
hats and frock coats; and ungod- 
ly writers make them out to be 
busybodies, malicious meddlers, 
stealing away the joy of the peo- 
ple. The unsaved and haters of 
God delight to picture preachers 
as hypocrites not practicing what 
they preach. Now it is true enough 
that there are some preachers 
who fall into gross sins. It is 
true enough that some preachers 
are too much concerned = about 
their salaries. It is true enough 
that some preachers sell out and 
will not preach against the sins 
of well-paying church members. 


violates the Scriptural injunction, 
“Speak not evil one of another, 
brethren” (James 4:11). Anyone 
who so talks about evangelists, 
even the worst of them, brings re- 
proach upon a group of men that 
Christ Himself has given to the 
church and endowed for a partic- 
ular ministry so greatly needed 
today. 

I am saying that the evangelist 
is given from God and that, hav- 
ing divine authority, he and his 
office must be respected, if one 
would please Christ. The evan- 
gelist is God's good gift to the 
church and.to men. 


II. Evangelists More Impor- 
tant Than Pastors and 
Teachers 

Second, let us notice that in the 
inspired Scripture, the evangelist 
is placed before pastors and teach- 
ers in importance. Apostles are 


dred suits of clothes in reach of 
his hands and one hundred hearth- 
stone fires only a short distance 
from his feet if he refuses to wear 
the clothes or approach the fire. 
I repeat, God's provisions must be 
accepted by man. God's love pro- 
visions must be met by man’s 
faith takings. 


Now we must notice— 


Vill. A Refusal of Justifi- 

cation 

There is a vast difference in 
salvation provided, and the ac- 
ceptance of that salvation. Now 
the difference between salvation 
provided and the acceptance of the 
provisions God makes is very 
well illustrated in the case of 
George Wilson. 

In 1829 or 1830, George Wilson, 
in Pennsylvania, was sentenced to 
be hanged by a United States 
court for robbing the mails and 


vation of the whole world is only 
beneficia] to those who receive 
Him as their own personal Sav- 
iour, The righteousness of God is 
“unto all” in its offer, but it ig 
“upon them that believe” in its 
benefits. “To him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that 
justified the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness,” the 
“righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 
upon all them that believe.” We 
must not forget that Jesus who 
was delivered for our offenses was 
raised again for our justification. 
Weep not for broad lands lost; 
Weep not for fair hopes crossed; 
Weep not when limbs wax old; 
Weep not when friends grow cold; 
Weep not that death must part 
Thine and best loved heart; 

Yet weep, weep all thou can— 
Weep, weep, because thou art 
A sin-defiled man. 


much of the fact that they are | But on the whole, all such talk is| first in importance and author-| murder. Andrew Jackson, as That is something we might well 
not bemeaning good Jews, but|a slanderous lie. The average ity. No one can deny that. Pro-| Presigent of the United States, say to all the lost people who lis- 
only the bad Jews. Of course,| preacher who believes the Bible, phets are second in importance.| pardoned him. But Wilson refused | ten this afternoon. But if you put 


since in this age the poor Jews 
are so blinded to the gospel and 
there are very few Christian Jews, 
the result is hate against the 
whole Jewish race. Such agitators 
and anti-Semites speak about the 
Jews who are communists, but 
they cause people to hate all Jews. 
That is a wicked sin that all de- 
vout and earnest Christians ought 
to greatly deplore. But that is no 
more wicked than idle remarks 
about “wildfire evangelists” or 
“sensational evangelists.” You 
may say that you are against only 
the bad evangelists, and the anti- 
Semite says he is against only the 


bad Jews, but in both cases a mark like that about preachers as| evangelists come pastors and last - Europe has been our Mission Field since 1926 Austria, Bulgaria, France, 
, oe ss : men zechoslovakia, ungary alestine, Poland Roumania, to Jew 
bias against a whole class of| 4 whole, though it is certainly aS|of all teachers. Or, as some Gentiles alike. Read ‘*The European Harvest Field.’’ Sample oan on 


people is aroused, a bias that is 


living of laboring people has been 
very high and increasingly s0, 
and there was no honorable basis 
for the attack upon a whole class 


has been really born again and 
called of God to preach, is a sin- 
cere, godly man, unselfish, de- 
voted and sincere. And anyone 
who uses loose talk about individ- 
uals to create an impression 
against evangelism and evangel- 
ists sins wickedly in like manner 
before God. 

A good man, a particularly 
kindly, brotherly man, wrote not 
long ago about “much wildfire 
evangelism, so-called, which has 
resulted in making vast numbers 
of hypocrites, rather than in win- 
ning souls.”” Now that dear broth- 
er would never have made a re- 


, 


fitting for every other kind of 


(The Scripture does not mean sec- 
ond in chronological order. There 
were Old Testament prophets who 
were as truly prophets as the New 
Testament prophets). 

Ephesians 2:20 tells us that the 
church, a temple for the habita- 
tion of God through the Spirit, is 
a body of people who “are built 
upon the foundation of the apos- 
tles and prophets....”” So apos- 
tles are second in importance, as 
the men whom Christ has given 
to the church and to men. How- 
ever any“Christian may have the 
gift of prophecy (I Cor. 14:31). 
Then come evangelists. And after 
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the pardon and insisted that it was 
not a pardon unless he accepted 
it. That was a point in-law never 
before raised .n the United States 
of America. The Attorney-Gen- 
eral said the law was silent on the 
point. The President was urged 
to call upon the Supreme Court 


your trust in Christ, then you are 
justified. Accept the Lord Jesus, 
and God will look upon you 4s 
though you had never sinned; and 
then you can go out and live a 
beautiful life for Christ and show 
in your life the fruit of the won- 
ders of justification, 


believe, the pastors and teachers 
are the same men with the double 
gift. At any rate, the pastors and 
teachers are lesser in importance, 
lesser in the value of their gifts 


and their place in the work of 
Christ, than the evangelist. Kk 
was by divine inspiration that God 
gave the order, ‘apostles, prophets, 
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THEIR GOD-GIVEN POSITION AND INFLUENCE 
IN THE CHURCH 
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evangelists, pastors and teachers.’ 

The evangelist is a step higher 
in importance than the pastor and 
teacher, since, according to God’s 
plan, his work wil) result in more 
conversions. The one thing dear- 
est to the heart of the Saviour, 
of course, is the salvation of souls. 
That is the one thing Jesus left 
Heaven for. “This is a. faithful 
Saying, and worthy of all accept- 
tation that Christ Jesus came into 


the world to save sinners: of 
whom I am chief’ (I Tim. 1:15). 
And again Jesus Himself said, 


“For the Son of Man is come to 
seek and to save that which was 
lost” (Luke 19:10). Soul-winning 
is the main business. The man 
who wins the most souls has the 
biggest job, in God’s sight, and 
according to Bible standards. We 
can see, then, why the evangelist 
As rated above the pastor and the 
teacher. 

And we can see, too, why the 
pastor and the teacher’ should 
earnestly long for the gifts and 
work of an evangelist and should 
earnestly try to do the work of 
an evangelist. 


Paul, by divine inspiration, tells 
us, “This is a true saying, If a 
man desire the office of a bishop, 
[a pastor] he desireth a good 
work.” The work of the pastor is 
important. Everyone should honor 
the office. But prophecy, that is, 
receiving direct revelation from 
God, to reveal His will to men, is 
a higher gift than that of pastor 
or teacher. First Corinthians 
14:39 says, “Wherefore, brethren, 
covet to prophecy....” 

Likewise the evangelist is above 
the pastor and teacher. So the 
plain command given by the Holy 
Spirit through Pau] the apostle to 
Timothy, a pastor, “But watch 
thou in all things, endure afflic- 
tions, do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry” 
(II Tim. 4:5). Paul left Timothy 
in Ephesus to supervise the work 
and so in a very real way we could 
say that he was pastor of the 
great church of Ephesus (I Tim. 
1:3). Timothy was, though a pas- 
tor, to “do the work of an evanf- 
gelist,” and so to “make full proof 
of thy ministry.” So every pas- 
tor ought to be as much of an 
evangelist as he can be, and the 
more nearly his work approaches 
that of the evangelist, the more 
he makes full proof of his minis- 
try. The less evangelistic a pas- 
tor is, and the less he does the 
work of an evangelist, the poorer 
he is as a pastor, and the more 
fruitless and barren is his minis- 
try. The gifts of an evangelist 
are of more importance than the 
gifts of pastoral duty and teach- 
ing. 

In this connection let us con- 
sider another passage of Scripture, 
I Corinthians 12:28, which says, 
“And God hath set some in the 
church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after 
that miracles, then gifts of heal- 
ings, helps, governments, diversi- 
ties of tongues.” 

In the twelfth chapter of I Cor- 
inthians the Lord is speaking of 
gifts by the Holy Spirit to cer- 
tain individuals. In Ephesians 
4:7-12 the Lord speaks of gifts of 
the ascended Christ to the church. 
Hence, we should expect some dif- 
ferences between Ephesians 4:11 
and I Corinthians 12:28. Let us 
notice, then, the similarities and 
the dissimilarities in these two 
passages. 

» First, I Corinthians 12:28, quot- 
ed above, gives apostles, prophets 
and teachers in the same order as 
they are given in Ephesians 4:11. 
Apostles are first. Prophets are 
second. Teachers are after apos- 
tles and prophets. After men- 
tioning apostles, prophets and 
teachers as “firstly,” “secondly, ’ 
and “thirdly,” the Scripture con- 
tinues, “after that miracles, then 
gifts of healing, helps, govern- 
ments, diversities of tongues.” It 
is manifest that the Holy Spirit 
names the gifts in the order of 
their importance. The gifts of 
an apostle are first in importance. 
‘The gift of tongues is the least 
of all the gifts the Holy Spirit 


is, 


gave. This proves that the order 
in Ephesians 4:11 is the order of 
importance. Apostles are more 
important than prophets and evan- 
gelists, Evangelists are more im- 
portant than pastors and teachers. 

Notice I Corinthians 12:28 again. 
“And God hath set some in the 
church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers..... ; 
Evangelists and pastors are not 
even named! According to Ephes- 
ians 4:11, evangelists and pastors 
would come between prophets and 
teachers! Of course this does not 
mean that God does not give pas- 
tors and teachers in the church. 
It simply means that here, in 
Corinthians, the emphasis is on 
gifts of the Spirit to individuals. 
A pastor, for example, would need 
to have the gift of teaching. The 
divine requirement is that a bishop 
must be “apt to teach” (I Tim. 
3:2). A pastor would likely need 
the gifts here called “helps, gov- 
ernments.”” And I Corinthians 
12:8, 9 says, “For to one is given 
by the Spirit the word of wis- 
dom; to another the word of 
knowledge by the same Spirit; To 
another faith by the same Spirit; 
to another the gifts of healing by 
the same Spirit.” A pastor would 
need these gifts of wisdom and 
knowledge. 


And there is a similar reason 
why the term evangelist is not 
used here in I Corinthians 12:28. 
The evangelist is himself Christ’s 
gift to the church, but the evan- 
gelist would need a number of 
these special spiritual gifts for 
himself. It would hardly be proper 
to speak of “the gifts of an evan- 
gelist,” as if he did not require 
the same gifts that the pastor 
and teacher and the apostle re- 
quire. It is a foolish thought of 
some men that evangelists are not 
supposed to be Bible teachers. 
Actually, all the great evangelists 
have been tremendous users of 
Scripture. Dr. R. A. Torrey was 
one of the most profound and most 
useful Bible teachers America has 
ever had. Dr. Biederwolf was a 
great scholar. D. L. Moody, with 
little formal education, had a re- 
markable familiarity with the 
Word of God and he was reliable 
in his interpretation of all its 
great doctrines and _ principles. 
Few Bible teachers ever gave the 
hours to Bible study that Moody 
gave. Thoughtless men have 
gained the idea that Billy Sunday 
was harum-scarum and illiterate, 
but the careful reader of his ser- 
mons will find that they are pre- 
pared with wonderful care, that 
they have taken advantage of the 
very best scholarship, and that 
they are unerringly true to all 
the great doctrines of the ortho- 
dox faith. The evangelist needs 
many of these gifts mentioned in 
I Corinthians 12:28. 

Paul was an apostle. That means 
that he had a certain authority 
from God in the setting up and 
regulating of the churches in order 
and doctrine. But if you suppose 
that the multiplied thousands of 
souls that Paul won were won 
because he was an apostle, you 
are wrong. None of the other 
apostles won as many. Paul won 
souls because he was an evangel- 
ist, and he himself did “the work 
of an evangelist” as he admon- 
ished Timothy to do. 


Why was the term evangelist 
omitted from I Corinthians 12:28? 


Primarily because the term 
evangelist cannot properly be 
used as the name for a gift of the 
Spirit to an individual. The title 
fits a man, the evangelist, which 
the ascended Christ gives to the 
church, but does not describe one 
single ministration, operation or 
manifestation of the Spirit (I Cor. 
12:5-7). The evangelist needs 
many ministrations of the Holy 
Spirit to do His work, the most 
important and demanding work in 
the world, . 

For example, the apostle was to 
use the apostolic authority to win 
souls. The prophet was to use 
his divine revelation to win souls. 
The man with the gift of teaching 
the Word of God should use his 
teaching to win souls, as did Dr. 
R. A. Torrey. Any man with 


other personal gifts of the Spirit 


inently the central task of Chris- 
tianity. Evangelism is the heart 
of the Great Commission. The 
evangelist, that is, the man who 
wins souls and teaches and in- 
spires others to win souls, is the 
closest to the center of the will 
of God. 


Before we leave I Corinthians 
12:28 let us remember that it was 
written before Paul’s’ imprison- 
ment and the passage in’ Ephesians 
4:11, 12, was written later. Any 
of my ultra-dispensationalist 
brethren will thus see that God is 
still insisting, in the later passage. 
on the use of evangelists. 


lil, The Work of an Evange- 
list Takes More Grace, Costs 
More Suffering 

Now notice Ephesians 4:7. “But 
unto every one of us is given 
grace according to the measure of 
the gift of Christ.” Different 
gifts require different degrees of 
enabling grace. When Christ 
made amanan apostle, He had to 
give special grace for the apostle- 
ship. Paul often spoke of that 
grace, that divine enabling. It 
would take more grace to be an 
apostle than to be a prophet, more 
grace to be a prophet than to be 
an evangelist, more grace to be ari 
evangelist than to be a pastor 
or teacher. 


Think what it cost the apostles 
to serve Christ. Tradition says 
that all of the twelve, exeept John 
the beloved, died violent deaths 
for Christ. Who else ever paid so 
much to serve Christ as Paul did? 
No home, no wife, no child; fast- 
ings, beatings, imprisonment, and 
at last beheaded! 

This teaching that the apostles 
were required to suffer more for 
Christ, and needed more enabling 
grace to go with their special 
authority, is specifically taught in 
I Corinthians 4:9-13: 

“For I think that God hath set 
forth us the apostles last, as it 
were appointed to death: for we 
are made a spectacle unto the 
world, and to angels, and to men. 
We are fools for Christ’s sake, 
but ye are wise in Christ; we are 
weak, but ye are strong; ye are 
honourable, but we are despised. 
Even unto this present hour we 
both hunger, and thirst, and are 
naked, and are buffeted, and have 
no certain dwelling place; And la- 
bour, working with our own 
hands: being reviled, we bless; 
being persecuted, we suffer it: 
Being defamed, we intreat: we are 
made as the filth of the world, 
and are the offscouring of all 
things unto this day.” 


You can see, then, how Ephes- 
ians 4:7 is true, “But unto every 
one of us is given grace according 
to the measure of the gift of 
Christ.” If Christ gave one as an 
apostle and gave him the gifts of 
an apostle, more was required of 
him. So, if God calls a mar to be 
an evangelist, he must make great- 
er sacrifices, must suffer more per- 
secution, and God will give him 
grace according to his gift. 

Again and again I have seen 
cases where a man, called of God 
to be an evangelist and surren- 
dered to that work, found himself 
specially beset with temptation 
and trial. There would be at- 
tacks of Satan upon his health; 
there would be opposition by 
brethren; there would be slander 
or poverty. One man, now a fam- 
ous evangelist, was discussing 
this matter with me soon after he 
left a great pastorate to do the 
work of an evangelist. He said 
that he was plagued by hoarse- 
ness, by.an ulcerated stomach, by 
a lack of co-operation in the 
churches to which he went as an 
evangelist until he felt God must 
give him special grace and-help or 
he would feel he must go back to 
the pastorate. And we agreed at 
the time that the amount of pray- 
ing necessary for success in the 
pastorate is not enough praying 
for the fullest success as an evan- 
gelist. If the evangelist wins 
more souls, does more for Christ, 
then he may be sure that he will 
have more of Satan’s darts com- 
ing his way, and he will need more 
of the grace of God. How blessed 
is the promise that “unto every 
one of us is given grace according 
to the measure of the gift of 
Christ”! If God gives you evan- 


gelistic gifts, and if God makes | 


sure He will give grace, enabling 
grace, to match His gift. 


Two or three years ago Dr. H. 
A. Ironside, beloved pastor of 
Moody Memorial church, went to 
Oakland, California, to conduct a 
union revival campaign which was 
blessed of God. With deep con- 
cern I urged upon him that he 
consider prayerfully whether or 
not he ought to spend much of his 
time in such union campaigns. As 
I recall, he told me that he did 
}earnestly consider the matter but 
felt the enormous drain on spirit- 
ual energy was more than he could 
stand continuously. The burden 
for souls, the constant watchful- 
ness lest the Spirit be grieved in 
any wise, the the toil and burden 
and heartbreak of it were so great 
that he said he did not see how, 
at his age, he could stand the bur- 
den of it. He had a genuine ap- 


preciation of the fact . that the 
work of an evangelist, if it be 
greatly blessed of God, is more 


demanding than the work of a pas- 
tor or teacher. 


It is worthy of note that the 
best evangelists have usually had 
fine successful work as pastors. 
D. L. Moody, R. A. Torrey, Paul 
Rader, Charles G. Finney, J. Wil- 
bur Chapman were all very suc- 
cessful pastors. They were really 
evangelists while they were pas- 
tors, and then they grew into full- 
time evangelistic work, or thgy 
did evangelistic work and pastor- 
al teaching work at the same time. 
Of present-day evangelists, Dr. Hy- 
man J. Appelman, Dr. Joe Henry 
Hankins, Dr. Jesse M. Hendley 
were all very successful pastors 
before they were evangelists. I 
have had over ten years in the 
pastorate. 

Spurgeon, though a pastor, was 
really primarily an _ evangelist. 
Wesley was primarily an evangel- 
ist. So was Dr. George W. Tru- 
ett, especially in those early flam- 
ing days when he held so many 
great campaigns and won many 
thousands of- souls, while at the 
same time pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Dallas, Texas, 

So one cannot draw the line and 
say that some men have only the 
gifts of pastors and others have 
only the gifts if evangelists. All 
preachers ought, as far as possi- 
ble, to do the work of an evangel- 
ist. It costs more in sacrifice and 
burden and it takes more grace. 
But God gives grace according to 
His gifts. 

It is a sad fact that many do not 
obey the Spirit’s injunction to “do 
the work of an evangelist’”’ because 
it involves too much _ reproach, 
too much absence from home, too 
much agony of soul. Others still, 
no doubt, would gladly leave the 
burdens of the pastorate and pay 
the price for work as full-time 
evangelists if the dear Lord 
should lead them. Meantime, 
they go on doing the work of an 
evangelist while they continue the 
pastorate. 


IV. The Evangelist Is Needed 
by the Whole Body of Christ 

Is it a work outside the church 
or in the church, the body of 
Christ? Is the evangelist to lead 
Christians in revival effort and 
to stir them up to evangelism, or 
is the evangelist to go out him- 
self and do the soul-winning for 
the church? Ephesians 4:11, 12 
make it quite clear that the evan- 
gelist, like the apostles, prophets, 
pastors and teachers, has a special 
work with the saints of God. The 


evangelist is given “for the per-. 


fecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ,” etc. Evan- 
gelists are to perfect the saints for 
soul-winnig. Evangelists are to 
help bring about the unity of the 
faith among Christians, to bring 
about the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to help Christians to meas- 
ure up “unto measure of the sta- 
‘ture of the fulness of Christ,” 
as Ephesians 4:13 says. Evan- 
gelists, the Scripture  contin- 
ues, are to help make Christians 
strong and well settled in Scrip- 
ture so that they will not be 
tossed about with every wind of 
doctrine. And Ephesians 4:16 tells 
us that evangelists are to make jt 
so “the whole body...maketh in- 
crease of the body.” Evangelists, 
along with the others, are to so 


(Continued on Page 5) 


SR 6 re a eee nance 


NEW! SURPRISING 


be ble 


Size of 


‘ Bert: awd The shel 


per 6% 
lea by its rich Pearl tint — crisp texture. 
ib. hand-laid watermarked bond — 


an open B 
ture verse in Old English. ORDER 
AGENTS wantan 


ttracti ffer — generous fits to clubs, groupe 
—~ individuals. WRITE TODAY fe for eee 


/ 


ou will exclaim 
at its weight and com. y. Beant imprinted | in Royal 
Blue at the top with ble 

Seri 
while the supply lasts — only $1 a 


and * overlaid 
ODAY— 


Bible-Verse STA TIONERY 
Long Needed 


desire of thy beert. = 664 .erm { 


Long Awaited 


You will proudly 
own and eagerly use this in- 
diyidual stationery of beauty 
and quality. Gives your letters friendly appeal 
and an intimate touch. Your correspondents will 
ssed by the assorted Scripture Texts—3 
favorite texts to each box. 1 
ETS~—50 ENVELOPES IN A GIFT BO 
Secotp *x934". You will be surprised and 


$c RI PTU R E STATI 0 N E RY quincy. i iLLiwors: 


f 


Sr oe ee eee 


Yoo 


OO Ree a ole - - 


re nee 


? 0 W ; R tor teen-age young pecble 


MY COUNSELLOR | pasireies 


nyeer ar ‘ 
They throb with ite Christian life at 
its best. They're soundly evangelical, too. 
Corry real life stories, fiction, puzzles, 
quizzes, and inspiring information that 
strengthens and encourages Christion 
young people, boys and girls. Two-color 
oppeo!. 
reasonable, for copies, 


Prices are | Ask 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 


ou a ee 


ae". SLP- 126 CHICAGO 10, ILL: 


. 
interdenominational : Departments: 
training school e 1 SCHOOL OF BIBLE 
«++thorough © —Diploma courses in 
preparation © Theology,Missions, Christ 
for world-wide . ian Education, Church 
evangelism . Secretarial Science. \ 
4.. Biblecentered ¢ 2. COLLEGE OF BIBLE 
4. accredited ® —Bachelor of Theolo 
se >» e BachelorofBible; Bache 
for mc e of Religious Education. 
os Pans perms ta e 3.SCHOOL OF paiene 
upon request : 4.SCHOOL OF EX 


TENSION sTUDY. 


Address FORT WAYNE 
BIBLE INSTITUTE 


3820 So. Wayne Ave., Dept. SL, Fort Wayne 6, Ind 


HERE’S THE WAY 


10 HELP YOUR 
CHURCH 
RAISE MONEY 


Pa. 
; ee 


SELL 1947 
MESSENGER 


These 
vith 13 full qeler illustrations 1 
ists, sell on sigh An inspirational message 
each tional Su 


for @ small 


SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES 


Amt. Cost Sell for 
eS alte 
49. 90.00 40. 
i 7 50 150.00 +4 
ingle ¢opies, cents; 4 copies, copies, 
3.00; 25 copies, $6.00; 50 pan i 
All prices ° attapety higher in Canada. Order 
r coves Calendars from your own Messen 
ng house, or ‘ 
pe etm, mee gh EO a ee ae 
MAIL THIS COUPON 
Mes Co — 
esseneor  ¢ rporation Dept. SL, 
Enclosed, find $.,.+.««.. seeess for which send he 


asseseveacsgerd Messenger Scripture Text Calendars. 
Aliso your seles plen. 


Name. POP RUPEE EP OEE OES LOSCeEOLOCOCP Se TS Seer 


AGGPORB. cceceverereaeessesr: 


eeeeeeeeeeeeee & 


BOOK STORES ATTENTION: Write for special 


proposition on Messenger Calendars, 


— 


ERY 
eded 


i 4 
pited 


oudly 
his in- 
eauty 
ippeal 
ts will 
(ts—3 


/ 


r BOX 
ed and 
xture. 
»xclaim 
n Royal 
verlaid 


JAY— 


roupe 
jlars. 


63-D . 
LINO 


a 
hed 
_— 7 a a - 


-his meetings.” 


ee te Me iy eo - ' - — 


way. 


Briday, December 6, 1946 _ THE SWORD OF THE LORD PAGE FIVE 

s ! sessions. He refused; he loved|Jesus die on the cross? pees: 

| EVANGELI STS--- Hurry Christmas Orders cash more than character; he|qieq because there was no other 
THEIR GOD-GIVEN POSITION AND INFLUENCE edie: iene ar oe 


IN THE CHURCH 


(Continued from Page 4) 


perfect the saints of God that the 
whole body of Christ will be con- 
stantly increasing by the birth of 
new souls. 


How does a family grow? Well, 
ordinarily it grows by the birth 
of children within the family, not 
by independent recruiting from 
the outside. Just so evangelists 
are intended by the Lord to go 
work on Christians as to make 
them into sound, Spirit-filled soul 
winners so that in the power of 
God they will carry out the Great 
Commission and take the gospel 
to every creature and have multi- 
tudes saved. 


In his book, True Evangelism 
so-called, Dr. L. S. Chafer main- 
tains that the group of men call- 
ed evangelists in America are “a 
false force in evangelism,” and 
that it is wrong for them to go 
among Christians and preach on 
sin and encourage personal sout- 
winning, and help bring about a 
revival in a local church or in a 
city, working among Christian 
people. Dr. Chafer says, “The 
evangelist of the Scripture is, 
without question, the messenger 
to the unevangelized, preparing 
the way for the pastor and teach- 
er in his more constant ministry 
in the church. The _ evangelist, 
therefore, finds his fullest divine 
mission as a pioneer missionary 
to the hitherto unevangelized.”’ 

But does the Bible teach that 
the evangelist is only, or princi- 
pally, a missionary to the heathen 
and unevangelized? Not at all! 
This Scripture expressly states 
that he is given as a gift of the 
ascended Christ to men, “for the 
perfecting of the saints for the 
work of the ministry.” Note that 
the comma _ should not ~ appear 
after the word “saints.” The 
evangelist is to perfect saints in 
soul-winning and is to edify the 
body of Christ. How strange that 
Dr. Chafer would make such a 
statemant as he did without giving 
a verse. of Scripture anywhere in 
the Bible to corroborate his posi- 
tion! How strange, specially in 
view of his frequent contention 
that every doctrine must be based 
squarely upon the Bible. And 
here he makes a statement so rad- 
ical, without a single Scripture 
to base it upon! Timothy was not 
a missionary to the unevangelized 
when Paul said to him in II Tim- 


.othy 4:5, “Do the work of an evan- 


gelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry.” Dr. Chafer in this case 
is wrong. Certainly evéry indiv- 
idual Christian, every pastor and 
teacher, every apostle and prophet 
ought to win souls. But the work 
of the evangelist, as described in 
Ephesians 4:11, 12, is to prepare 
and perfect Christians for soul- 
winning and to edify the body of 
Christ, so that the body increases 
dtself in the salvation of souls. 
This truth that the evangelist 
is particularly given for a minis- 
try in the church and for the edi- 
fying of the body of Christ, is well 


~ understood and taught by Dr. John 


H. Cable, member of the _ fac- 
ulty of the Moody Bible In- 
stitute, in his recent book on 


Ephesians, The Fulness of God. 
Dr. Cable says, “So ‘perfecting’ in 
Ephesians 4:12 signifies the pre- 
paring of the saints so that they 
can function efficiently in doing 
the work of ministering necessary 
to the edification of the’ church.” 
Again Dr. Cable says. “The 
strategy of the revivalist has ever 
been to preach to the membership 
of the church for a week or more 
before addressing the unsaved so 
as to get the converted into such 
a state of grace that they would 
be wings rather than weights in 
Dr. Cable is right, 
and one of the very first essentials 
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of a great revival is that the 
evangelist lead Christian people 
forward in a new consecration, in 
the confessing and forsaking of 
sins, in being endued with power 
from on high, in praying for sin- 
ners and setting out to obey the 
Great Commission, is going after 
sinners for Christ. And he is right 
in saying that unanimously, down 
through the ages, successful evan- 
gelists have found it necessary 
to preach to Christians before they 
preach to the unsaved in revival 
campaign efforts. 


Again, Dr. Cable, expounding 
Ephesians 4:11, 12, says, “All-this 
which smacks of pedagogy I see 
latent in God’s plan for ‘the per- 
fecting of the saints.’ Certainly 
the aposties, pioneers_of the faith; 
the prophets, who, like their Mas- 
ter, speak with authority; the 
evangelists, who persuade us that 
the gospel is good news; and the 
pastor-teachers, who sense our 
particular need and supply that; 
al] these minister to our upbuild- 
ing and training for service.”’ 


The evangelist speaks with as 
much authority to Christians as 
does the pastor. In fact, his work 
is the higher work and more essen- 
tial to the prosperity of the body 
of Christ, just as it is more es- 
sential in saving souls. 

Matthew Henry sees that the 
evangelists were sent “to settle 
and establish such churches as the 
apostles themselves had planted 
(Acts 19:22).” He rates Barna- 
bas and Titus as evangelists, along 
with Timothy, giving Galatians 
2:1 as evidence. And Matthew 
Henry continues, “And then there 
are ordinary ministers, employed 
in a lower and narrower sphere; 


as pastors and teachers.” 

(This is one of three articles by 
Dr. Rice on the place and work 
of evangelists. The second and 


third articles appear in forthcom- 
ing issues.) 
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things?” (John 3:10). No doubt 
Nicodemus was a cultured scholar, 
a religious leader of that day. He 
was a brilliant man, but he lacked 
the new birth. 

Men are ignorant about spiritual 
things. Next to man’s love for 
sin, the crowning transgression of 
the age is his ignorance of divine 
activity. Oh, men can -talk at 
great length about politics and 
current events; they can chatter 
profusely in the field of sports, 
but when it comes to spiritual 
things they know nothing. And 
some seem. to think that because 
they have a few degrees from 
some institution that they don’t 
need the message God has for 
their hearts. “The fair of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 

I would rather be an ignorant 
man, living in the outskirts of 
town, with a straw roof above my 
head and a mud floor beneath my 
feet, and in the evening after a 
hard day’s work take my Bible 
and read it by a kerosene oil 
lamp and wipe the tears out of my 
eyes, and go to bed happy in God; 
and if Jesus should split the sky 
and descend from the galleries of 
glory and put an end to time, or 
if the silver cord were loosed, and 
the golden bowl broken and death 
would steal over my still form, I 
would be safe because I am saved, 
than to be a Hell-bound doctor of 


philosophy. That is rea] intelli- 
gence. Faith is grounded in wis- 
dom. For as I stand between the 
chasm that separates my soul and 
God, I know that reason can never 
span that gorge; I say, I know 
that, so I walk over the bridge of 
faith, and my faith is built upon 
knowledge. The best degree to 
have is the B. A. degree—Born 
Again. 

2 He Was Rich 

He was a ruler of the Jews. 
Rich men need God. Alas, how 
many allow the things of this 
world to stand between their soul 
and Ged! That was the tragedy 
of the rich young ruler. He was 
not willing to make a complete 
surrender. Jesus was ‘touching 
his tender spot when He asked 
him to give up his material pos- 
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cared more for money than he 
cared for the Master. 


I met a man not long ago to 
whom I talked about his soul. He 
laughed and said, “I don’t need 
religion; that’s for the poor folks. 
When a man is poor and cannot 
have material joys, he finds com- 
fort in projecting his hopes into a 
world in the future that will sup- 
ply him with golden streets and 
pearly gates and will give him 
there what he does not have here.” 
Poor deluded soul. Sam Jones 
used to say that a man couldn't 
go to Heaven from a three story 
house. That is to say that if he 
had the money to live in a three 
story house, he would not have 
time for God. 

The word says, “Lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and.where thieves do not 
break through nor steal” (Matt. 
6:20). A man should be wealthy 
toward God. Material possessions 
do not insure spiritual security. 
“Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing; and knowest 
thou not that thou art wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked: I counsel thee to buy 
of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayest be rich” (Rev. 3:17, 
18). Perhaps there is someone 
here tonight who has been de- 
pending upon his earthly posses- 


sions. ‘Ye must be born again.” 
There is no spiritual substitute. 
8. He Was a Good Moral Man 
He was a Pharisee. Pharisees 
were very exact in their moral 
lives. They would not work on 


the Sabbath, they would not even 
eat an egg that a chicken laid on 
the Sabbath day. Yet Jesus said 
to him, “Ye must be born again.” 
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moral lives to save them. If man) 
‘could have been saved any other | 
way, then the cross is a farce. If | 
men could have been saved by) 

own works, then why did 


“Oh,” you say, “What is the 
difference; -if a man lives right 
and pays his debts, what more 
does he need?” There are two re- 
lationships in life that man must 
fulfill; one is toward hig fellow 
man and the other is to God, 
When you live a good moral life, 
you meet my requirements. I see 
you walking down the street and 
I say, “There goes a good man.” 
But wait, have you met the con- 
ditions of a holy God? God is 
perfect. You too must be perfect 
in order to meet His conditions. 
Get it, no one is going to Heaven 
unless he is perfect. Oh, who then 
will be saved? Wait a minv‘e: 
there are two ways to acquire per- 


fection. One of those ways is to 
earn it, and the other is to have 
perfection given to you. Can you 
earn it? Is there a man or 
woman in this audience who can 
say, “I have never sinned as long 


as I have lived’? Oh no, all of 
us have sinned at least once; that 
makes us sinners. The only way 


that we can attain perfection is 
to have it given to us. Here is 
where Jesus comes in. When He 


died, He gave up His perfection 
and took on Himself our 
And as He took our sins, we take 
on His perfection when we are 
saved, and then we can stand be- 
fore God. Glory, that blessed 


sins. 
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‘The Fountain of Youth 
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truth igs enough to make a Baptist 
preacher want to shout! 

Brother, you might pay your 
debts and be honest and treat 
your fellow man right. You may 
not have the creditors knocking 
at your door, and your picture 
does not hang in a rogue’s gallery. 
You have never been in jail. But 
unlesg you are born again, you 
cannot enter the kingdom of Ged. 
Sister, you might be a. good 
woman. You may not talk about 
your neighbors, and you may be 
so modest that you wear your 
dresses long, so long in fact that 
you don’t need a broom in your 
house, for you sweep the floor as 
you walk. And you might comb 
your hair back so straight that 
you can’t close your mouth. But 
unless you have been born again 
you shall not enter the kingdom 
of God. Qh, tonight don’t depend 
upon your goodness; in the sight 
of a holy God we have none. He 


sees uS aS we are, not as we ap- 


pear to be. In the sight of God 
we are all transparent people. 
“All things are open and naked 


unto the eyes of Him with whom 
we have a dog’ '(Heb. 4:13). 
4. Nicodemus Was Old 

“How can a man be born when 
he is old?” (John 3:4). Thank 
God, a man can -never get beyond 
the confines of the love of God! 
The doors of mercy are stil] ajar. 
If in your heart there is a spark 
of desire to be saved, “though 
your sins be as scariet, they shall 
be as white as snow” (Isa. 1:18). 
Here was a mature man. He 
heeded something, and Jesus could 
supply it. Perhaps I speak to- 
night to an elderly person. You 
have wasted your life and you 
think that there is no salvation 
for you. But He loves you still. 
Surely it is better to become a 
Christian in your tender years; it 
is best to ‘remember your Creator 
in the days of your youth.” “Oh,” 
you say, “God can’t make me 
good, I am too far gone.” 
Brother, if the Lord made Adam 
good out of nothing, He can make 
you good out of what is left. 

How marvelous and rich is the 
mercy of. God! He has made 
provisions for lost men _ every- 
where. There is no case too hard 
for Him. The minimum of the 
atonement can overshadow the 
maximum of the fall. The more 
I see of the Christian life the more 
I am convinced of its power. 
Christ proves Himself in experi- 
ence; there is no doubt about that. 
The greatest proof that the Bible 
is the inspired Word of God is 
what it does to me. What other 
book has ever wrought the trans- 
formations that the reading of 
the Bible has provoked? When 
has the reading of Geology or 
Botany or Astronomy ever per- 
Suaded a man to leave his cups? 
Ii. The Meaning of the New 

Birth 

What does it mean to be born 
again? It is best for us to re- 
late to you the vast territory that 
this experience covers, so that you 
will understand what it is that 
you are getting into. Nicodemus 
might have come to Jesus by 
night, but Jesus did not leave him 
in the dark. “Ye must be born 
again.” The meaning of the new 
birth is to be found in the word 


“birth.” Here Jesus parallels con- 
version in terms of physical birth. 
1. The word “birth” means a 


new beginning. 

When a child is born into this 
world he is just beginning to live, 
We do not expect of him now 
what we will expect several years 
later. We will excuse many 
things that he does now because 
he does not know any better, and 
we are reserved in our judgments 
eoncerning his actions. So it is 
in the spiritual birth; the individ- 
,ual is just a beginner. He needs 
help. Oh, so often we win con- 
verts and then let them go on 
making their own way! That is 
why so many fall by the wayside. 
We who are spiritual] must come 
to the realization that they are 
just babes in the Lord, and they 
need the helping hand of those of 
us who have been saved. Make 
it your business to befriend a 
young convert, and try to advise 
him concerning his faithfulness to 


the church, and concerning those 
things that will improve his spirit- 
ual life. 

And again, this word must be 
said: so often men will refuse 
Christ because they get the idea 
that you must become perfect 
overnight in order to live the 
Christian life. Consequently they 
come. forward with the excuse, “I 
don’t believe that I can live it.” 
But oh, tonight I say to you, come 
with your sins. Come as you are. 
If in your heart there is a desire 
to be saved, come. Those sins that 
vex your life can be defeated, but 
you will never do it by yourself; 
you need the help of Christ. And 
that is what happens at conver- 
sion—Jesus becomes your ally, 
and by His help you can overcome 
your sins. If you wait until you 
get rid of your sins, you will never 


come to Christ. Come to Jesus. 
Come to Him, saying, 


Nothing in my hands I bring, 
Simply to the cross I cling. 
For anyone who comés in that 
spirit the pearly gates swing open 
on their golden hinges, and the 
shout of the rejoicing is heard to 
resound through the streets of 
Glory. 
2. The word “birth” 
growth 
Three years after a child is born 
he looks much different than he 
did at birth. And so when you 
become a Christian you, too, are 
supposed to grow. Alas, /how 
many Christians we have who are 
midgets! They have been saved 
twenty years and yet they show 
no sign of growth; they act like 


implies 


babies. In some cases they show 
more maturity at. birth’ than 
twenty years later. They are like 
wasps; bigger at birth than at 
any other time. Here you are, 
brother, in this service tonight, 


and you claim to be a Christian; 
you have been warming the same 


bench for twenty years. Why 
don’t you hatch out something” 
Oh, these lily Christians, who 


neither toil nor spin! 

There are some of you who ran 
well for a_ while. “What did 
hinder you?” Don't allow a mis- 
take or two to completely rout 
you. What if some night on the 
way home I would fall. You 
would come and say to me 
“Brother Martinez, what happened 
to you?” 

I would say, “Oh, I was walking 
along and doing just fine for a 
few blocks, then I fell.” 

You would say to me, “Well, 
how long have you been down?” 

I would reply, “About a couple 
of hours.” 

You would say, 
getting up?” 

*No,” I would answer, “since I 
have fallen, I think that I will 
just stay down here.” 

What would you think? You 
would probably surmise that I 
landed on my head when I fell. 
Yet some of you here are in the 
same condition spiritually. You 
were going well for a while, but 
now you are backslidden and far 
from the Lord; the joy of your 
salvation is and you cry 
with the poet, 

Where is 

knew, 

When first I saw my Lord? 

Where is that soul refreshing 

view 

Of Jesus and his word? 

Come back to Him, Christian. 
Do it tonight. “Grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (II Pet. 
3:18). 

Young Christian, if you are go- 
ing to grow, you need nourish- 
ment. Learn how to feed on the 
“milk of the gospel.” How much 
stronger many of us would be if 
we would learn how to ‘meditate 
on the word of God day and night’ 
(Ps 1:2). Oh, everybody has a 
Bible but so few ever read it. The 
Bible is the. best seller in the na- 
tion, and the poorest read book. 

Then you need exercise in order 
that you might grow. Work for 
the Lord. Find you a place of 
service. All of us can do some- 
thing. “The harvest truly is 
great, but the labourers are few” 
(Luke 10:2). This field 
overcrowded. The time is short, 


“Aren't you 


gone, 


that blessedness I 


“I must work the works of him 


is not. 


that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man can 
work” (John = 9:4). In other 
words, we must make hay while 
the Son shines. Sam Jones used 
to say, “If I could have religion in 
just one place, I would like to 
have it in my hand so that I could 
do something for God:"” Henry 
Van Dyke has said, “The kind ol 
religion that does something for 
me is the kind of religion that 
makes me want to do something 
for you.” 


Then a child grows mentally 
also. So we must grow in our 
spiritual understanding. We must 
attend the university of Christ. 
We must “learn of Him.” The 
Christian should strive to be like 
Jesus “We must be imitators of 
Him, as dear children.” We are 
joined together with Him because 
we are related to Him through the 
new birth. Christ in Heaven 
the invisible part of the Christian; 
the Christian upon the earth is the 
visible part of Christ. He repre- 
sents us before God; we must 
represent Him before men. 


is 


38. The word “birth” implies a 
relationship. 

When a child is born, new re- 

lationships are also born. The 


child has a father and a mother; 
new uncles claim kinship with 
him; others in the family call him 
brother. So immediately the child 
becomes connected. So we are 
members of one family. God is 
our Father, and what a loving 
Father He is! In the presence of 
God’s goodness, no wonder Paul 
could say, “For this cause I bow 
my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth 
is named” (Eph. 3:14, 15). Christ 
taught us to say, “Our Father.” 
He will provide; we need not fret 
or worry. Jesus becomes our 
elder Brother. How capable and 
powerful He is! And He has 
promised His’ constant presence: 
“Lo, I am with you always.” 
Then there are so many who 
become kin to the new-born 
soul. Brothers and sisters the 
world over become related to Him. 
What a privilege to be a member 
of such great company! I love 
the company of the redeemed. 
Not long ago I was going from 
one meeting to the other, and as I 
got on the train I discovered that 
there was only one vacant seat. 
It was next to an elderly lady, 
whom I discovered spoke the same 
language. that I spoke. I greeted 
her in Spanish, and she replied. 
We fell into conversation. She 
could not speak a word of English. 
After a few .words of greeting, 
she placed her dark emaciated 
hand On mine and said, in Span- 
ish, “Have you been born again?” 
I was embarrassed so that I 
could not make an immediate 
reply. She had beat me to the 
all-important question. .Here I 
was a preacher, and this devoted 
Christian woman was more on the 
alert than I! After a few seconds 
I replied, “Yes, I have been born 
again; I am a preacher.” 
She said, “A Preacher! 
denomination ?” 
I replied, “I am a Baptist.” 
She said, “I am a Methodist.” 
So we just sat there and had 
close communion. Then she said 
to me, “Would you answer some 
questions for me; I have always 
wanted to ask a preacher a few 


What 


things.” 
I answered, “I shall, if I can.” 
And this is what she asked, 


“Dont you think that Adam and 
Eve spoke Spanish in the Garden 
of Eden?” 

I said, “No, I don’t think they 
did.’ 

Then she thought for a moment 
and asked, “Don’t you think that 
Jesus spoke Spanish when He was 
on the earth? You know, in all of 
His pictures he is dark, like we 


are, and He has dark hair and 
dark eyes.” 
I replied, “No, Jesus did not 


speak Spanish when He was here 
upon the earth.” 

Then quick as a flash she said, 
“Well, if He didn’t talk it then, 
He talks it now, because He talks 
to me, He answers my prayers 
and He understands me.” 

Thank God for that dear soul! 
I got a blessing from her con- 
versation. Thank God for a 
wonderful Saviour, who makes 


Himself known to all who will 


My dear Friends: 


You are interested in mis- 
sions, aren’t you? Well, we are 
training missionaries in Bob 
Jones College. You are interest- 
ed in evangelism? Well, several 
of the outstanding evangelists 
of America were trained at Bob 
Jones College and at least one 
of them was converted when he 
was a student in our institu- 
tion. You are interested in the 
Youth for Christ movement? 
Well, a number of their out- 
standing field workers’ are 
graduates of Bob Jones College. 
You are interested in the work 
of the churches? Bob Jones 


College has trained a large 
number of ministers who are 
pastors in all sections of our 


country. You are interested in 
Christian school teachers who 
will have a good Christian tes- 


timony? Well, we are training 
a large number in Bob Jones 
College. We are training cul- 


tured, Christian leaders for va- 
rious other fields of service. 
You see, when you help Bob 
Jones College financially you 
are not just helping young peo- 
ple get an education. You are 
helping young people train for 
leadership in so many fields of 
Christian service. You who are 
helping us financially in the 
building of the great university 
plant now under construction at 
Greenville, South Carolina, are 
making it possible for us to do 


Statement From Dr. Bob Jones 
Founder of Bob Jones College, Cleveland, Tenn. 


a larger service than we could 
possibly do because of the lim- 
ited capacity of the prseent Bob 
Jones College plant at Cleve- 
land, Tennessee. We have this [| 
year almost 1900 students and 
600 of them are young men pre- 
paring for the ministry. The 
first unit of the University 
plant at Greenville, South Caro- 
lina, will provide accommoda- 
tions for 3000. So this means 
a minimum of at least one-third ° 
more students in the first unit 
than we have room for or can 
provide room for at our present 
site in Cleveland, Tennessee. 


Some of you have been put- 
ting off sending a financial 
contribution. Please do not put 
it off any longer. We need a 
great deal of money at this 
time. Material must be paid for 
and the labor payroll must be 
kept up. Send as large a con- 
tribution as possible, but SEND 
A CONTRIBUTION. Please 
have some share in this won- 
derful work we are trying to, 
do for the. Lord Jesus Christ. 
Remember, you can help us in 
these three ways: 


First, pray for us. 
Second, make some financial 
contribution. 


Third, ask your friends to 
help us. 
Sincerely yours, 
BOB JONES 


(Advertisement” 


trust Him. 


“birth” 
home. 


4. The word implies a 


When a child is born into this 
world, there is a home waiting for 
him. Oh it may not be very 
elaborate, but it iS a home never- 
theless. So the spiritual babe in 
Christ also has a home. The 
church is the earthly home of the 
believer. I have heard some say 
that they could live as good out 
of the church as in it; they don’t 
have to join the church. That is 
not so. The Christian needs the 
house of God and the house of God 
needs the Christian. There are 
many of you tonight who have no 
local church home. For the sake 
of your Spiritual life, get in the 


church. I cannot harmonize a 
real child of God with inconsist- 
ency in church attendance. “I 


was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the 
Lord” (Psa. 122:1). I have little 
faith in a Christian who is not a 
church member, and I have no 
faith at all in a church member 
who is not a Christian. But oh 
beyond this earthly ‘tabernacle, 
there is also a heavenly home not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. The church is the home 
of the child of God in time: 
Heaven is: the home of the child 
of God in eternity. 


iil. The Method of Obtaining 
the New Birth 


But you might say, “Preacher, 
how can I be born again?” 


Physical birth presupposes’ the 
fusion of two elements. So in the 
spiritual realm two elements must 
come into play, repentance and 
faith. We have these two illu- 
strated for us in the fourteenth 
and fifteenth verses of this same 
story. “As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up: 
That whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” Jesus referred Nicodemus 
to an Old Testament example. 
Here He was treading on familiar 
ground, for every Jew knew this 
story. To get the story in full, 
one must go back to the twenty- 
first chapter of Numbers. Let us 
in our imagination, ascend Mount 
Hor, near whose base are encamp- 
ed the hosts of Israel. The wide 
extended plain of the Arabah 
Stretches out before us to the 
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Friday, December 6, 1946 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


CHURCH IN A ROCKING CHAIR! 


Those of us who go to church 
receive there a refreshing and re- 
charging of Our spiritual batteries 
which is often a blessing through 
the whole week. Certainly the 


weeks would be long without Sun- 
days, and Sunday would be a queer 
kind of day without church serv- 
ices and sermons! But for those 
who cannot go to church, there is 
real need for the spiritual food and 
Christian fellowship that is neces- 
sary to spiritua] growth and happi- 
ness. Apparently THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD serves in this 
capacity for many of our readers 
who cannot go to church, because 
of ill health or remoteness from 
churches or having access only to 
modernistic churches. 

Typical of the letters we receive 
from such people is a note from 
Mrs. W——-—— _ W- - in John- 
son City, New York, who says, “I 
enjoy the paper as I am a shut-in 
and can’t get out to meetings. Tt 
really is inspiring.” 

A woman in Virginia writes, 
“We love the paper so well. It 
seems that I cannot do without it. 
It does me sO much good to sit 
and read the good sermons that 
are in them. We live a long ways 
from the church, and do not get 
to go very often, but I can read 
the good paper and learn a lot 
from it.” 

Reads Sword on Ship in 
South Pacific 

We have heard many times from 
servicemen who could not get to 
religious services but read THE 


SWORD OF THE LORD instead, 


with rich blessing. One such letter 
follows: 


“I have been reading the little 
paper, THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, and I like it very well. I 
get a lot of good spiritual food 
from the well-spoken sermons. 


“I am on a ship operating in the 
South Pacific and do not have the 
privilege of hearing good sermons. 
My ship has no religious worship 
of any kind now. I find THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD to help 
me greatly. 


“My brother in Christ and one 
of your members of the Sword 
Book Club, M——-——- — W———-—, 
presented me with a copy of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. He ex- 
plained to me that it was full of 
heart-thrilling sermons. I fully 
agree with his statement. I would 
like to subscribe for one year.” 

Another writes, “‘This paper has 
been a real blessing to me and 
others on my ship. It certainly is 
a must in my civilian life.” He 
ordered the subscription sent to 
his home. 

Family in Nova Scotia Enjoys 

Sword 

We have another letter from 
Nova Scotia; here the whole 
family—mother, father and daugh- 
ter—are Sword readers. Mrs. 
B M writes: 

“Some kind friend whose iden- 
tity is unknown to us has been 
sending THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD to our seventeen-year-old 
daughter. 

“She is away from home teach- 


The Fountain of Youth 


(Continued from Page 6) 


border of Edom. It is dotted all 
over with the tents of sleeping 
Israel, 

The day is just dawning; and as 
the eastern belt of the mountains 
begins to glow with the first rays 
of the morning sun, the Hebrew 
children stir in their tents, and go 
out to collect the manna which 
lies like hoarfrost on the ground. 
But their soul “loatheth this light 


bread”: and the want of water 
adding thirst to their sufferings, 
they cry, “Wherefore have ye 


brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness.” Oh, we are 
living in a world of murmurs and 
complaints! Man is never satis- 
fied, and oftentimes he blames the 
Lord for all of his troubles. But 
punishment follows sin. Suddenly 
a cry is heard. It is echoed and 


re-echoed, throughout the vast 
encampment. ‘The serpents! The 
serpents!” The camp is filled 


whose sting 


They creep from the fissures in 
the earth; they dart out from the 
clefts of the rocks; they craw] to 
the. pallet where the infant is 
sleeping; they coil around the 
limbs of stalwart men; they pierce 
the bosoms of helpless women and 
leave the death-wound behind. 
The poor people are hopeless 
and helpless. They cannot destroy 
the serpents, for they are in- 
numerable; they have no antidote 
for the strange poison; they de- 
spair, they die. They cry to 
Moses for help. Hear their wail- 
ing cry, “We have sinned.” That 
is repentance. They camé face to 
face with their transgressions. 
Oh, unsaved man tonight, you 
are a-sinner before Ged. Nothing 
you have done or can do can ever 
merit mercy from a holy God. 
Some of you thing that you are 
all right; but you are a sinner 
and you know it. Admit it to- 
night. You may not be a criminal, 
but in the sight of God you are a 
lost man. That is what repent- 
ance means—a realization of your 


E= and an honest turning from it. 


So after repentance divine activ- 
ity begins to stir. The God of 
Justice begins to move in mercy. 
He commands Moses to make a 
serpent of brass and set it on a 


pole. “Every one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it, shall 
live’ (Num, 21:8). It took faith 
to do that. I can imagine Moses 


going from one to the other in 
the camp and admonishing them 
to look. Here is an elderly man 
just about to die. Moses tells him 
the good news; the old man looks, 
and the color of health returns, 
and he goes off to warn the others. 
Here is a young man in his tent. 
He has been bitten too; Moses 
tells him about the divine remedy; 
the young man scoffs and says, 
“How can a serpent on a pole heal 
anyone? Why, when I attended 
the University of Egypt I was 
taught to discount all those mi- 


raculous’ things.” But Moses 
pleads, “Come, son! It works for 
others; it can for you.” The 


young man gives in and takes a 
look, the look of faith, and he is 
made whole. 

My brother, here is the story. 
Jesus is that serpent On the pole. 
That serpent is a symbol of the 
reality. Jesus was made sin for 
us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. We 
are afflicted. Let me hold up be- 
fore your eyes the antitype of the 
brazen serpent. If any of you are 
mourning over your guilt and are 
full of anguish, raise your believ- 
ing eyes to Him who is lifted up 
in this assembly, and one look will 
enable you to dry your eyes for- 


ever! You who may be groping in 
darkness, look there to be en- 
lightened! You who are weak, 


look and be strong! You who are 
polluted, look and be pure! You 
who are hard-hearted, look at Him 
hanging on the tree and be melted 
into contrition and love! Come 
to Him tonight with “repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our 


‘Lord Jesus Christ.” ‘e. 
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ing school. The paper comes to 
our home and my husband and I 
are privileged to read it before 
we forward it to her. 

“We are farmers, living where 
the only sermons we would hear, 
if we attended services, are mod- 
ern, and so we stay home with our 
Bible, radio, and such literature as 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


“IT have miserable health and 
am shut-in some of the time, and 
good reading is such a comfort.” 


Another letter from a dear old 
lady in Virginia indicates that the 
radio and THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD must serve as church for 
her, too. She says, “I enjoy THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD so much. 
I don’t get to go to church and I 
listen to sermons over the radio 
on Sunday and read your sermons. 
I am not able to go to church. I 
am 79 years old. I try to read all 
[I can and find out all about the 
Lord. I am a Christian. I can't 
read enough about my dear Jesus. 
He is all to me. I try to be ready 
for him and my home where your 
paper explains the Bible so plain. 
I give my paper to someone else to 
read when I am done with it; I 
can't do without it.” 

So it is with hundreds of people, 
all over the United States and in 
other countries too. Many we 
hear from, many we do not. But 
it is a joy to us to work to get 
out THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
knowing that people from Maine to 
California, from Canada to Mexico, 
are finding it food and drink on 
Sunday when they could not 
otherwise have any church at all. 
They can read THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD and go to church in 
a rocking chair! : 


For a Dollar Bill 

4 NEW TRACT SAMPLES 
72 Page Book—tTraining Your 
Child for Christ. Paper cover 
418 page book, Methods of Wit- 
nessing. 2 color cover. 64 Page 
book, “Song Sparks”. A collec- 
tion of 60 original poems. Many 
other tract samples. 

A $1.25 Value 


Fundamental 


Press 
161 W. Harrison St,, 
Chicago, Illinois 


READ 
PROPHECY 


MONTHLY 


Editors: Keith L. Brooks and 
Howard W. Kellogg 


Handbook of World Events in the light 
of God’s Word: also digest of the most 
dependable prophetic thought. News and 
views gathered by Research Staff of 
American Prophetic League. Inc. 

Subscribe TODAY 

Trusted and appreciated for many years 
by Bible teachers over the world because 
of its dynamic information, sane presen- 
tation and conviction-laden articles. 
You'll wonder why 


Only $1, l-yr. sub. 
Sample free. 


you didn't have it before. 


Write 
PROPHECY 


Box BB, Eagle Rock Sta., Los Angeles 41 


Oranges and Grapefruit 


THE “IDEAL” GIFT 
Highest Quality, Hand-Picked, Tree- 
Ripened. Orders of 3 to 6, 2% discount; 
more, 3% discount. 

Standard Bushell Basket 


EE Fae eae Oo $4.95 
Oranges and Grapefruit ........... $4.70 
n'a nc ws 0.3 chvcesteder Béuee 4.35 
Standard Half Bushell Basket 
ES ye bing 66 Codes teen 3.00 
Oranges and Grapefruit ..j.....«.. $2.85 
Grapefruit ....... bua Gee sheeene 2.70 
These prices include prepaid express 
charges east of Mississippi River. West 


add 90 cents additional for Bushels; Half 
Bushels 50 cents. 

Wis., Minn., Upper Mich. Peninsula, add 
40c for express, Wyo.. Mont., Nev., Utah, 
Idaho, Ore., Wash., add $1.35 for express 
for bushels: Half Bushels 75 cents. 


HEALTHGLO CITRUS FRUIT 
P, 0. Box 123L, Largo, Fia.. 


SERMONS BY JOHN L. BRAY 


. The Blood of Christ. ’ 
. “God Spared Not His Son”. 

. The Future Home of the Saved. 

The Gospel of Christ. 

What Does the Future Hold? 

. How to Pray the Bible Way. 

Some Precious Thoughts About the 
Bible. 

The New Birth. 

. Hell, and What God Says About It. 
10. The Comfort of Heaven. 

(1. Hell—God’s Penitentiary for Sinners. 
(2. “What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 

13. We Need a Revival! 

i4. “I Believe God!” 

\5. The Challenge of the Saviour. 

\6. “So Great Salvation.” 

(7. The Little Fellow Who Got Saved. 
18. A Great Invitation. 

19. Salvation Through Christ. 

20. ‘“‘Launch Out Into the Deep.” 

21. Heaven. 

22. The Hope of the Christian. 

23. The Blessed Hope of Christ's 

Return 

24. The Great Judgment Day, 

These 24 sermons are printed in eight 
Send just $1.00 
Evangelist John 
. So, Jackson- 
(Mention this ad), 


OP NAAR wren 


books of 32 pages each. 
for all eight books, to: 


PAGE SEVEN 


Bob Jones A eee 


By REV. BOB JONES, SR., D.D., LL.D. 
Founder, President Bob Jones College, Cleveland, Tennessee 

As the writer has gone up and down America in recent 
months he has been greatly distressed by the attitude of mind 
of some very lovely but unthinking Christian people who ex- 
press themselves something like this: “You can hardly expect 
of these veterans who have been under 
fire or in foxholes what we expect of 
the boys who have never been in the 
army.” What these people really 
mean is that they are condoning cer- 
tain little immoral weaknesses of some | 
fellows who have come home from 
battle. This attitude of mind is an 
indication of the tendency to condone 
wrong-doing and lay a predicate for 
immorality. On Bob Jones College 
campus we have a great many vet- 
erans, There is no difference between 
these veterans and anybody else. All 
over America’there are young fellows 
who went to the army with flaws in 
their characters and naturally they 
fell into sin. Some went into the | 
army with Christian faith and Christian integrity and came 
out of the army morally clean. The noblest Christian young 
men it has been our privilege to meet in all sections of America 
are some brave lads who went through the shock and shell on 
the battlefields and came out with simple Christian faith and 
with the same moral fiber in their characters that they had the 
day they entered military service. , These veterans, of course, 
had a terrific strain on their nerves and on their emotions. So 
did mothers who gave their soldier sons to fight the battles for 
their country. So did wives and sweethearts who said good-by 
the day these soldiers left home. 

* * > * 

The strain and stress of war, as does the strain and stress 
of all great difficulties, have a tendency to eat into our nervous 
Systems and make us just a little jittery. But no stress can 
bregk down moral character if a man has the right kind of 
Christian faith and the right kind of character backbone. We 
should quit excusing men and women for wrong-doing, regard- 
less of who they are or what may be their circumstances. “The 
girl only made $10.00 a week and what else would you expect 
of her but to go astray?” a man said to the writer one time. 
“I expect her to be decent if she has to stave,” the writer said. 
We do not believe in people having to work for starvation 
wages, but a girl who goes to hell because she is getting $10.00 
a week, would go to Hell much faster if. she were married to 
a mulionaire and had all the money she could spend. Men are 
not made good by riches or poverty, Riches and poverty often 
reveal the sort of character we have. A crisis never makes 
character; it reveals character. Veterans who had the right 
kind of character stood the moral test of war. The wives and 
sweethearts of the veterans left at home—if they had the right 
kind of moral character, stood the test and strain of loneliness 
and separation. It is net where we are or what the conditions 
are that make us. It is what we are that counts. A good en- 
vironment is, of course, a good thing and it should be provided 
for young people because character training is important. It 
takes time to build character. People can be saved in a mo- 
ment, but if we build character that will stand the storms and 
tests of the years we have to give it some attention. We have 
Christian colleges to train young people so they will be pre- 
pared to meet temptations. Christian parents win their chil- 
dren to the Lord Jesus Christ and train them so they wil] live 
right when they go out in the world. But men fall under temp- 
tation because they have an iffinity for the sin they are tempted 
to commit. We need a stronger affinity for goodness, decency, 
and uprightness for God and His purpose than we have for sin. 
Then in the hour of temptation we gravitate toward God and 
decency and goodness. 


e k f . a 

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith,” Paul said. Everything that is good we 
have to fight to keep. Honor, virtue, and all other of the nobler 
traits of character are constantly under attack and must be 
fought for if they are to be preserved. A sower went forth to 
sow and some of the seeds were gathered up by the birds. The 
birds would have gotten all of the seed if they could. If he 
could, the Devil woud take out of the human heart all the seeds 
of divine truth which the Holy Ghost plants. Throughout Amer- 
ica there are colleges that were founded by orthodox Christian 
people. They were financed with the money which consecrated, 
orthodox Christians sacrificially gave. Little by little modern- 
istic teachers came into some of these educational] institutions 
and stole the orthodoxy away. They did it because those who 
were responsible for the preservation of the orthodox position 
did not have the courage of Paul to fight to keep the faith. “Put 
on the whole armor of God,” we are told, so we may ke able 
to withstand the darts of the Devil. Men are saved by grace, 
but Christian character is developed by fighting. It is not 
easy to be the sort of people we ought to be. Going down- 
stream is not difficult. It is going upstream that is hard. It 
is easy to sin. It is hard to live right. The trouble with most 
of us who call ourselves Christians is that we have flabby 
muscles in our Christian wills and weak backbones in our Chris- 
tian characters. We need to fight to keep what we have, 

x * ok * 


Paul did not keep the faith by locking a creed up in some 
vault and going eff and leaving it. He kept the faith by build- 
ing his Christian character on his Christian creed and by being 
true to his calling. He was called to be an apostle. He had 
a responsibility and an obligation. He was true to that re- 
sponsibility and to that obligation. As Christians, we are not 
to fight because we just happen to be against something. We 
are to contend for the faith. That means that we are to fight 
for something. We have something worth fighting for. If the 
Bible is the Word of God, if the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses 
from sin, if there is a Heaven to win and a Hell to shun—and 
we do not say “if” with any question in our minds—then we 
have something for which to fight. We ought to be good sol- 
diers of Jesus Christ. 

* + > * , 

Paul said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished the 
course.” No man can say sincerely, “I have fought a good 
fight,” until the job is done, Finish the job!- That is what we 
tell our students in Bob Jones College. Paul’s job was not 
done until he said, “I am now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand.” In other words, he had fin- 
ished his task. Through blood, and sorrow, and tears, and 
prison, and court, and much suffering he had gone down the 
road of the will of God for his life. If he had stopped half way 
down the road the job would have been undone and he could 
not have said, “I have fought a good fight.” In a prize fight 
it is not winning the first round or the first few rounds that 
make a champion. It is winning the fight that makes the 
champion, whether the fight is a few rounds or many rounds. 
It is so easy for us Christians to slow down, take it a little 
easy and let things drift. Our business is to keep on keeping 
on So some day we can hand over the report to our Lord and 
say with Paul, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
the course, I have been true to the faith upon which my ex- 
perience was built and I have obeyed the commands and dis- 
charged the responsibilities of my calling.” If we can truly 
give such a report, our Lord will say, “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.”’ 
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Here is something unusual in the sale of books! So choice, so widely 
-honored are these books, so certain are we that you will be pleased, that 
we offer this money-back guarantee. If you aredissatisfied with any 
book, you return it after one week, in new condition, and we will refund 
your money. You can’t lose on an offer like this! 

The books described below are former selections of the Sword Book 
Club, the choice of a board of famous men—editors, pastors, college and 
university presidents, a former governor,—all outstanding men whose 
names are recognized all over America in Christian circles. They are 
wise and widely-read men, critical and discerning in their judgment. 
You can trust every one of these vooks to be not only well-written and 
a fine example of literature, but to be sound and fundamental in ortho- 
dox Christian faith, a prize among Christian literature. These books are 
outstanding because they were chosen as best, month by month, from all 
the flood of literature flowing from the presses. This-is not just a list 
of books—it is a guide to what is best in current literature. Your taste 
in giving thése books will be proved beyond question. Your friends will 
be as glad to receive them as you will be proud to give them. 

We have all these books on hand in quantity. All of them have been 
Book Club selections and consequently we have,enough stock on hand 
to assure you that your order will be filled immediately. We can rush 
them directly to you, without delay, thus ensuring the promptness of 
your Christmas gift. 


HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL—By Evangelists Hyman Appelman, Joe 
Henry Hankins, Jesse M. Hendley, Bob Jones, Sr., John R. Rice and Rob- 
ert J. Wells. Dr. Paul S. Rees said, “It has some heavenly dynamite in 
it . . . it is not tame! Even the cold type seems to yell with white 
heat as one catches the passion of the men whose messages are here re- 
corded. Here are 400 pages of revival preaching on soul-winning, prayer, 
the Holy Spirit, requirements for revival, and the practical aspects of 
revival advertising, visitation, etc. “A revival on *3 00 
paper,” said Dr. F. D. Whitesell. 400 pages —................--.---..--..-.... De 
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on the plan of salvation. $ 
233 pages, price -............ Saat 1.50 


THE MYSTERY OF MAR SABA—By J. 
H. Hunter. A thrilling story, compelling 
in interest. “The greatest Christian novel 
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WHAT’S THE ANSWER?—By Dr. H. A. oat 
Ironside. Here 362 Bible questions are — 
answered by the dean of American Bible 
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THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION AND THE = 
FACTS OF SCIENCE—By Dr. Harry Rim- “% 
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wealthy family, educated at Eton and Cambridge, the 
hero of British sport-loving people, he created a 
sensation by renouncing wealth and position while 
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